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Extended Abstract

Introduction:

Since the late 1960s, feminist literary criticism has emerged as a deliberate and collective
approach to literature. Virginia Woolf is considered a pioneer of feminist criticism with her
work A Room of One's Own. Aiming to expose the mechanisms of patriarchal society, feminist
literary criticism ultimately seeks to transform social relations. Feminists argue that patriarchal
society favors men and prioritizes their interests over those of women. In the contemporary era,
literary criticism is closely connected to political feminist movements across social and
economic spheres, as well as in the pursuit of cultural freedom and equality. The social norms
established and upheld by those in power, primarily men, favored the dominant group.
Consequently, women adopted various strategies to defend their identity and status. Part of their
protest, as a segment of society that became aware of the challenges and injustices imposed
upon them, was expressed through women's literature. Michel Foucault's theories on explaining
the relationships between power and resistance are useful and inventive for discourse analysis.
Literary and artistic works have a privileged position in Foucault's philosophical system, and he
has benefited greatly from these works in explaining her intellectual project. Because important
political and social events and changes are better reflected in literary works, especially narrative
works. Accordingly, the present study has attempted to examine and analyze, the novel Tashari
by the Iraqi writer Inam Kajehji, and the novel Forget the Autumn by the Iranian writer
Fahimeh Rahimi by refering Foucault's theory of power.

Method:

This research is based on the descriptive-analytical method and referring Michel Foucault's
theory of the exercise of power. First, Michel Foucault's components of power in the two novels
under discussion are extracted and then analyzed and examined.

Results and Discussion:

In traditional Iragi and Iranian societies, men have the power to act through social norms and in
this way demonstrate their dominance over women's performance and lives. However, both
authors have tried to use female characters to advance women from emotional and passive
beings to the border of logical and active actors, and from folk thinking to the realm of social
activities.

Conclusion:

In both novels, there are various types of power exercises, such as gender and power exercises,
the power exercises of superstitions and folk beliefs, the power exercises of social superiors
over social inferiors, the power exercises of dominant culture, and the preferential male agency
in the formulation of love. In the novel Forget the Autumn, some discourses, such as the
discourse of superstition, the discourse of mastery and servanthood, and the discourse of love,
are the leading ones. The author of the novel "Tashari" through the character of Verdiyeh and
the author of the novel "Forget Autumn" through the character of Rojan have presented
different perspectives of traditional society regarding the exercise of power by social elites. A



remarkable point is that, in some cases, subordinates have resisted their superiors and spoken
out in protest. However, in many instances, subordinates become victims of the power wielded
by superiors, who do not necessarily belong to a specific class. This aligns with Foucault's
claim that power and resistance exist at all levels of society and within individual relationships.
Consequently, this dynamic perpetuates both power and resistance.
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1. The History of Sexuality
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