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Extended Abstract

Introduction:

Semiatics, as a field of knowledge applicable both in the creation and interpretation of texts, is
one of the most important approaches in linguistics. Its application is especially essential in
poetic texts, where poets primarily use symbolic language to convey their meanings. Every text
has its own system of signs. Literary and artistic texts, which are identified based on their use of
metaphorical systems, employ signs on a broader scale—both quantitatively and qualitatively.
Among literary genres, poetry stands out as particularly distinctive in this regard. In this paper,
we aim to conduct a comparative study of the poetry of two contemporary Persian and Arabic
poet-painters by analyzing the semantic functions of signs and employing a descriptive-
analytical method. Sepehri and Alivan have extensively used colors in their work. These two
poet-painters primarily employ the symbolic concept of color in their poetry to guide their
audience’s minds from the superficial meaning of the words to their deeper layers, revealing the
secondary meanings hidden behind color-related terms. Examining this literary technique
through the lens of semiotics and various discursive systems reveals how meaning is
constructed in the poetry of these two poets. The presence of intellectual and philosophical
commonalities in their thoughts, along with the social structures of Iranian and Lebanese
societies, prompted an analysis of the use of color as an indicator shaped by their mentalities
and spirits.

Method:

In the present research, which is descriptive-analytical and looks at the subject from the
perspective of comparative research, painting and painting elements have generally been
considered, and of course, color is also mentioned in part of the work, which in the first case is
considered in a comparative manner between two poets and in the rest of the cases separately.
In other cases, which basically deal with other poets, color has been examined as a semantic
context and a subject of study in poetic works. The common focus of the works conducted is the
examination of color as a semantic element in literary texts. In these studies, color—primarily
serving a traditional and natural function—has been analyzed with this same perspective. The
difference between this article and previous studies is notable in two respects: first, the case
studies examine the poetry of two poets who are also painters, establishing a tangible and closer
connection with color. Second, in the poetry of these poets, color transcends its superficial
meaning and natural function to serve as a symbol expressing deeper, secondary meanings.

Results and Discussion:

Examining the function of colors in the poems of Sepehri and Alivan through a semiotic-
semantic framework reveals numerous implicit connotations that form the semantic foundation
of their poetry. Among the colors used in the divans of these two poets, black appears with high
frequency. This color, the most frequent in Alivan's poetry and the second most frequent in
Sohrab's, symbolizes the dominance of black. The disparity in frequency between black and the
colors blue, yellow, and white—each appearing less often—reflects a sense of darkness and



despair. This suggests a world where qualitative values are overshadowed by darkness and a
focus on quantitative measures. The poetic worlds of the two poets are shaped by color and the
concepts it evokes. However, Sohrab often imbues color with a romantic and perfectionist
quality, while Alivan uses it to convey postmodern themes such as emptiness, anxiety, and
chaos. The frequent use of black and white underscores this contrast.

Conclusion:

The relationship between color and sign is important to us because the human mind considers
its relationship with other phenomena and events in the light of specific meanings. In other
words, colors find meaning in the human mind beyond a chemical change or a sensory
phenomenon; a meaning that is, of course, not unrelated to the tangible world. “Every color is a
phenomenon, which is a code or metaphor for the light of its origin, and this meaning must be
interpreted according to this manifestation.” Such an approach to color has a wide application in
literary texts, and in particular in modern poetry, which has a closer connection with the
semiotic system and codes. In addition, the interplay between the arts of painting and poetry
and the acceptance of the well-known mentality that painting is silent poetry and poetry is vocal
painting have long led us to witness the presence of painter-poets and painter-poets in the field
of meaning and art due to the similarity of these two arts in the beautiful and creative recording
of subjects. Of course, the effective function of the element of color in these genres is natural.
Examining the position and meaning of color in the art of poetry can reveal the communicative
position of great truths from language, literature, and society. As Mallarmé, the famous French
Symbolist poet, in a French poem, matched color, fragrance, and natural sounds.
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