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The victory of the Abbasid Revolution was considered a victory for
the Iranians over the Arabs, and with the arrival of the Baramkehs,
Iranian secretaries and ministers to the Abbasid court, their
contribution to Arabic literature and Islamic civilization increased.
Iranians actively participated in all areas of Islamic life and the
loyalist class, mostly Iranians, had an enormous influence on the
lives of Arab Muslims. From this standpoint, coinciding with the
formation of the Beni Abbas government and the presence of
Iranians in the administrative structure of their government, the
foundation was laid for a comprehensive cultural and literary
movement. Where, literary and social traditions and works of
Iranian thought became the top cultures that influenced the Arabic
language and culture. The emergence of lranian traditions and
culture in the poetry of poets of the Abbasid era created a turning
point in poetry and was able to influence many literary works in this
period. In the same field, Abu Al-Ala Al-Maarri is considered a
noble Arab poet whose poetry was cast by aspects of Iranian culture
and civilization, especially in the collection “Al-Lazumiyat”. This
article aims to identify the various aspects of Iranian culture and
literature in the poetry of Abu Al-Ala Al-Maarri in a descriptive and
analytical manner. The main axes of this research, which was built
on indicators of comparative literature and the French school, are to
take a passing look at his poems and express some manifestations of
Iranian culture and literature in them. One of the main findings of
the article is that Abu al-Ala al-Maarri, with extensive knowledge of
Persian culture and literature, showed his negative knowledge of
Sassanian culture and civilization in his collections, especially the
Luzumiyat, by invoking Sassanian figures, mentioning the names
and titles of Persian kings and Iranian families, and referring to
aspects of Iranian culture and customs. Such as the ancient holidays,
the party of the gullible and touching on the religious rituals of the
ancient lIranians (Zoroastrians) and the use of many Arabized
Persian words in his poetry. However, he took a negative stance
towards the ancient Persian kings for the most part.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

The victory of the Abbasid Revolution was considered a victory for the
Iranians over the Arabs, and with the arrival of the Barmakids, secretaries
and lIranian ministers to the Abbasid court, their contribution to Arabic
literature and Islamic civilization increased. Iranians actively participated
in all areas of Islamic life and the loyal class, most of whom were
Iranians, had a tremendous impact on the lives of Arab Muslims. From
this standpoint, coinciding with the formation of the Abbasid government
and the presence of Iranians in the administrative structure of their
government, the foundations of a comprehensive literary cultural
movement were laid; where Iranian literary and social traditions and
intellectual works became the most prominent cultures that influenced the
Arabic language and culture. The emergence of Iranian traditions and
culture in the poetry of the poets of the Abbasid era brought about a
turning point in poetry and was able to influence many literary works of
this period. In the same field, Abu al-Ala al-Ma‘arri is a noble Arab poet
whose poetry, especially "Luzumiyyat", was influenced by aspects of
Iranian culture and civilization. This article aims to identify the different
aspects of Iranian culture and literature in Abu al-Ala al-Ma'arri's poetry
in a descriptive and analytical manner. The main axes of this research,
which is based on indicators of comparative literature and the French
school, are represented in taking a quick look at his poems and expressing
some manifestations of Iranian culture and literature in them. One of the
main results reached by the article is that Abu al-Ala al-Ma'arri, with his
extensive knowledge of Persian culture and literature, showed his
negative familiarity with Sassanian culture and civilization in his
collections by summoning Sassanian figures and the occurrence of the
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names of Persian kings and their titles and Iranian families and referring
to aspects of Iranian culture and customs, such as ancient festivals, the
party of the simpletons, touching on the religious rituals of ancient
Iranians (Zoroastrians) and employing many Arabized Persian words in
his poems. However, the poet took a negative position towards the
ancient Persian kings in general.

The transfer and translation of sciences from other languages into
Arabic spread and a magnificent Islamic civilization was born during the
Abbasid era. The Iranians had a great contribution to the formation and
development of this civilization that illuminated the East and the West
with its light for centuries; as they helped the Abbasids to reach the
caliphate and overthrow the Umayyads. From this standpoint, the Iranians
took over the administration of the Islamic lands in the Abbasid era; to
the point where they forced the caliphs to follow the path of the Sassanid
kings and adopt the Iranian civilization and culture; to the point where the
judicial principles were administered in the manner of the Sassanid era,
and books were written in the Pahlavi language until the time of Hajjaj
bin Yusuf al-Thagafi. Iranian writers and researchers also made great
efforts in writing the rules and grammar of the Arabic language. In the
same field, the Iranian scholar Abdullah ibn al-Mugaffa translated many
Pahlavi books into Arabic and created scientific vocabulary and terms in
the Arabic language. Sibawayh wrote his famous book on Arabic
grammar, which is considered one of the most important books in this
field. Many Iranian scholars wrote valuable works in Arabic, including
Musa ibn Shakir al-Khwarizmi, Balami, Muhammad ibn Jarir al-Tabari,
Zakariya al-Razi, Muhammad ibn Yaqub al-Kulayni, Abu Nasr al-Farabi,
Hamza al-Isfahani, Ibn Babawayh, Abu Rayhan al-Biruni, Sahib ibn
Abbad, Badi' al-Zaman al-Hamadani, Abu Ali Maskawayh, Abu Ali Sina,
and others. Iranians showed great taste and talent in Arabic poetry,
introducing new themes and concepts to Arabic poetry and introducing
Arabs to a different environment. This environment was full of gardens
and parks, and full of purity and freedom. Iranian poets and their
followers are famous in Arabic literature, such as Abu Nuwas, Mihyar
Daylami, Bashar ibn Burd, and others, who introduced new themes and
concepts to Arabic poetry. This influence is not only related to Iranian
writers and poets, but also to the Persian language, literature, and thought.
Thus, the foundation was laid for a comprehensive Iranian literary
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cultural renaissance that influenced the Arabic language. The presence of
Iranian traditions and culture in the poetry of the poets of the Abbasid era
created a turning point in poetry; it produced poems that we had never
seen before and were unprecedented in the history of Arabic literature. In
the same context, the Iranian presence was evident in the poetry of Abu
al-Ala al-Ma'arri, in a scattered manner that requires scrutiny and
investigation, in addition to knowing the Persian foreign elements as a
symbol of this presence. Based on the type of semantic insights in al-
Ma'‘arri's collections, we divided this presence into six main axes as
follows:

1) The occurrence of the names of Persian kings and their titles and
Iranian families

2) The invocation of Iranian cities

3) Aspects of Persian culture

4) Reference to the religious rituals of ancient Iranians (Zoroastrians)

5) Persian vocabulary

6) Creative derivation from Persian words

Method

This article attempts to clarify aspects of this influence based on the
approach of the French School of Comparative Literature. The most
important questions that this research attempts to answer are:

1. What are the reasons for employing Sassanian culture and civilization
in Abu al-Ala al-Ma'arri?

2. How did al-Maarri reflect the different aspects of the influence of
Iranian language and culture on Arabic language and culture in the
Abbasid era?

3. What aspects of Sassanian culture and civilization had the greatest
influence on Abu al-Ala al-Ma‘arri's poetry?

Conclusion and Results

There are many references to Iranian customs and traditions in the
Abbasid era, as most poets praised the rulers and benefited from their
gifts on the occasion of Iranian holidays such as Nowruz and the festival
(Al-Jahiz, 1423 AH: 238). In the same context, a little contemplation of
Abu Al-Ala Al-Maarri’s poetry leads one to know the land of Persia and
its cultural, literary and linguistic characteristics in his poetry; as this
knowledge includes references to Iranian drawings and customs (cultural
traditions), familiarity with Iranian songs and music, the availability of
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Persian words translated into Arabic in his poetry, as well as the
evocation of many lranian kings and personalities mentioned in his
poems. We can say that the Iranian presence appears scattered in Abu Al-
Ala Al-Maarri’s poetry. To the extent that it requires investigation,
scrutiny and in-depth analysis, in addition, it is possible to verify the
recognition of foreign Persian elements as a symbol of this presence. We
have divided the elements and components of this historical presence
based on the quality of semantic transfer in Abu Al-Ala Al-Maarri’s
poetry into different axes.

Abu al-Ala al-Ma'arri is one of the leading Arab poets of the third
Abbasid era who, with his extensive knowledge of Iranian culture and
literature, was influenced by its various aspects, especially in the
elements related to ancient Iran; where he showed his special familiarity
with Sassanian culture and civilization. This was done by recalling
Sassanian figures, mentioning the names and titles of Persian kings and
Iranian families, and referring to aspects of Iranian culture and customs,
such as ancient festivals, the simpletons' party, and touching on the
religious rituals of ancient Iranians (Zoroastrians) and employing many
Arabized Persian words in his poetry. In the same context, he made the
best use of the political position of Iranian ministers and families from
the Abbasid court and praised them in Nowruziyat and festival poems.
Although al-Ma'arri  was influenced by different cultures and
civilizations, and dealt with them in his poetry with a coherent structure
and clear language; however, he devoted a large space in his collections
to the ancient and deep-rooted Persian civilization. In his poems, Al-
Ma'arri talked about the Sassanid figures, the various Persian kings such
as Shapur, Bahram, Khosrow, Sasan, Iranian ministers and families,
Islamic figures such as Abu Muslim, Sahl, Nawbakht, etc., Iranian cities
and places, songs and musical instruments, Iranian clothes, and he made
abundant use of Persian words translated into Arabic in his poetry,
people’s lives, fun gatherings, games, etc., which entered the Arab culture
from ancient Iran. In the same context, Abu al-Ala al-Ma'arri, in many of
his poems, considered the Iranian and Roman civilizations to be the most
established and oldest civilizations in the world, however, he took a
negative stance towards the ancient Persian kings.
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