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Extended Abstract

Introduction:

Humans are always trying to communicate with others. Over time, the use of images became an
essential way to show the need of each person to another. " ego" can be known in literature as a
person who is trying to communicate, know and introduce another person. Literature allows us
to know another culture by using existing experiences about another culture. Imagery means the
study of another image and its elements in literature and art. Imageology is actually considered
a school and a method to examine the image of countries in the works of an author. The purpose
of imagery is to examine the image of an insider's culture in other literature or another culture in
insider's literature. In literature, imagery is more related to comparative literature than any
department and is examined in this department .The foundation of comparative literature in
France was based on imagery. And the influence that is the beginning of French people's view
of foreign literature depends on knowing the image of others. The book Journey to America is a
travelogue that shows the realities of the author's land and America, and the author shows the
audience their morals, habits, and imitation during his visit to the places of this land. One of the
characteristics of this work is that the author is precise in describing his observations and we
find out that the other one has many pictures. A land that the author considers superior in many
scientific, cultural, political and economic elements. But besides them, he also describes the
negative features of this land, such as racial discrimination and injustice. Besides introducing
others, the author better understands the culture and conditions of his land. And he considers
another image as a mirror that depicts the realities of his land.

Method:

This research tries to analyze the image of me and the other in the book Journey to America by
al-Batanoni using descriptive and analytical method, and in the framework of comparative
literature, and to analyze different types of "me" such as individual and social me. Other
negative images of the American society, such as racial discrimination, injustice, and inequality,
as well as its positive images, such as freedom and progress in cultural, social, political, and
economic elements, should be analyzed.

Results and Discussion:

One of the most important results of the research is that the image of Arab me, us, or identity is
presented as a tool for comparison between the Arab self and the American other. The other,
which is acceptable in the author's work, is divided between the fascination and admiration of
his scientific, industrial and economic achievements and the denial of some other characteristics
that are different from him in terms of religion, culture, science and civilization. He considers
foreign cultural reality to be superior to national culture, and we are often fascinated by the
American model, and this does not mean ignoring the problems of others and not taking a
critical view of them. It can be said that my image is linked to the concept of the Egyptian
people and what constitutes their heritage, civilization and values, and another American image
in its influence includes a negative image such as racial discrimination, injustice and equality



and a positive image such as freedom and excellence in education. and nurturing and other
superiority in cultural, social, economic and political elements.

Conclusion:

The author presents vivid depictions of both Arab and American societies, taking into account
their social, cultural, political, and economic conditions, as well as the influence of the
environment. Through this lens, he articulates his intellectual frameworks and engages with
others. The author realistically portrays the circumstances in both regions, steering clear of
exploitation. He authentically represents the behaviors and customs of ego and the other in a
real way and makes the audience eager to get to know the "other" more deeply. By highlighting
the shortcomings of Arab society while also showcasing the positive aspects of the "other”, he
contributes to essential cultural development. This research can guide the audience’s thinking
and judgment, revealing a more profound understanding of reality.
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