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Today, feministic images are counted as appropriate tools for recognizing the
feministic nature of a work, its author, and the extent to which it has feminist-
based mechanisms. In the meantime, the theory of four approaches of
"Elinschwalter" comprising; the biological, cultural, psychoanalytical, and
linguistic approaches, provides this opportunity to criticize the tradition of
women's writing by relying on which, the position of women in the literary
works of female writers can be determined. Having that in mind, the current
rrsearch, using a descriptive-analytical method, has tried to select the two
novels of Body Memory by Ahlam Mesghanami and Hars by Nasim Marashi
S0 as to criticize women's writing and analyze it on the basis of Elaine
Showalter’s cultural approach. Consequently, the image gets a better
understanding of the women’s situation and their ideas and ideals. According
to the results of the research and considering that the novels under discussion
belong to the stage of feminism, the signs of the cultural approach about
women's writing are visible in both works under investication. Finally,
according to the component of examples in patriarchal rule, the rule of
traditional taboos and female habits and beliefs in both works has been more
reflected.

Cite this article: Panahi, S., Valizadeh, H., Hajizadeh, M. (2024). Comparative Analysis of the Cultural
Approach in Women's Writing in Body Memory and Pruning Based on Elaine Showalter's
Theory. Research in Comparative Literature, 14 (2), 25-47.

© The Author(s).

Publisher: Razi University

DOI: 10.22126/JCCL.2023.8913.2482




2 Research in Comparative Literature Print ISSN: 2676-6515
"vy;,f Homepage: https://jccl.razi.ac.ir/ Online ISSN: 2676-6523
Extended Abstract

Introduction:

Nowadays, feministic ideas and patterns are a suitable tool for recognizing the nature of
feminism in a work and getting to know its author, as well as the extent to which she carries
feministic mechanisms. In the meantime, the theory of the four approaches of "Elaine
Showalter”, a prominent American critic and theoretician of the 20" century, includes the
biological, cultural, psychoanalytic, and linguistic approaches to provide this opportunity to
criticize the tradition of women's writing, and this way, the position of women can be
recognised in the literary works of female and male writers.

Method:

This article employs the descriptive-analytical method based on the American school of
comparative literature and examines the similarities and differences of two female writers
having the characteristics of female writing and the degree of belonging to the traditions of
female writing in the cultural component of the components of Elaine Showalter’s theory.

Results and Discussion:

In the cultural approach, social issues and the way women are portrayed by the society have
been discussed in the literary work. Women, in every society, belong to a culture and it is
natural that the cultural dimension of women and everything related to women's cultural issues
can be of impotance for women writers and activists in this field. In fact, in the current research,
the role of society in organizing the efforts of women is discussed. These issues are reflected in
different elements and sections of the work, and women draw the image of their society in
different ways. How the female writer has reflected the major or minor issues and, especially,
the rudimentary issues that affect their life and speech are examined blow three important
components from the cultural dimension related to women's society in the discussed novels.

Conclusion:

With respect to Elaine Showalter's theory, it can be announced that that the novel “Memory in
the Flesh” belongs to the tradition of feminism. From this point of view, even though Marashi's
novel is a more updated work, the author herself are still in the feminine tradition. Regarding
the reflection of female habits and beliefs, both works have a large amount of female beliefs
and characteristics. Regarding the reflection of the rule of patriarchy and the rule of traditional
taboos, this component is far more clear and hegemonic in Body Memory and Pruning.
Regarding the reflection of the rule of patriarchy and the rule of traditional paintings in Body
Memory by Ahlam and Pruning by Marashi have more clarity and hegemony. Furthermore, in
terms of the amount of use, some elements of two components, such as polygamy, dependence
of a woman on a man, Not having the right to marry a woman and forced marriage in the novel
of Ahlam, and other elements such as men's and women's domineering, preference of male
child over the female one, and violent behavior and domination of male over female have more
frequency in Marashi's novel.
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